Fetherston Gardensfor 2011

The Fetherston &dens restoration is underway. A year has passed since we started on this
journey, and the Gardens and arboretum are looking grateful for the intervention of
Volunteers. Before us wereacres of overrun ivy, up every tree trunk, smothering any idea

of a garden wittplants.We started at the front gate, too frightened to leap much further
along the paths, what paths! We had to find those too.

We had no real plan, just to remove ifrgm the trees trunksand protect what we found

that might be still alive. We approached the garden with caution, no slash and burn, just
working our way through, discovering a magical, beautiful place, a sanctuary of cool green
and delights at every turn.

Rampant ivyneeding removad Feb 2011  The Secret Garden with gazebo, ponds and ivy

The gardens were originally planted and occupied by the CIT School of Horticulture and City
Parks. So naturallynany species were planted for teachiagd learning. Thirty five years of
planting, droughts, C{Ti@owe to Bruce, and nowthe Gardendhave emerged again for all

the community to enjoy. Thgardensare now named after Tony Fetherston, who was a

long standing head of horticulture at CIT

Late summer bought much need rain, and cool days for our working bees. The gentle season
of autumnwas magnificent in the gardens and Arboretum. Many trees are deciduous and

the colours went on and on. Work slowed down as we helped ourséwearm food and

tea, sbpped always by the colour show of leavEserywhere new plants were emerging, as

we removed sheets of ivy, making way for bulbs to emerge, we thought may be gone
forever.We found lots of lost labels were plants once weaad we have begun teeek

archival information both orallgnd written from anyone who haa story to share of the

gardens.

Winter was kind, no freezingorking bee days. We found the huge herb garden below the
Arboretum, completely covered in grass and weeds. @@rf dzy sh&/&edEyérs away
to reveal an intricate brick pattern of edges and pafhisis is a hot dry part of the garden,



but lavender and rosemary had hung drne winter job we all enjoyed so mutdgether
was to prune the mighty apple and pear espalier, @@wyears old. It had not been pruned
for a few yearsso we had some quick lessons on pruning to shapdwe were away.

Springand eary summer have been particuladigvely this yearOur volunteers have peeled
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trees and shrubkave flowered showingus how delightful the gardens can Jxevealing

colour andfoliage for every new seasoRetherston has a secret gard&o, with stone

retaining walls, ponds, winding pathways and a gazebo. This is one of the last areas we have

not vertured into. Sadly ivy is dominating this garden and we are hoping to reakgma

significant impact early next year.

For 2012, we want to research and plant up many old varieties that once existed in the
gardens, correctly label plants, and start some propagating worksheswill be starting a
weekdaygroup to meet up in the ardens for some light work and morning té&le are

thankful for the wonderful support given by the Weston Creek Community CowmaICC ),

for TAMS and Corrective Services who work in the Arboretum pruning and mulching acres of
trees.

To make a real défence though, we need your hel/e are in need of more volunteert®
help us achieve this task. We have a fantastic time togetthattingover morning tea
between working on the areas we like to be Ve hope you can join us in 2012.Stay
reading theWCCC site for new information about upcoming events we are planning, the
working bee dateshe new weekday garden growgnd the picture gallery.
www.wccc.com.awContact us for more information atfetherstongardens@gmail.com.au
or just turn up on the last Sunday of every month at 10.00am. You will be most welcome.

Location: Heysen S§Weston, first left turn off Streeton Drive, near the Islamic school sign.
Time: 10.00 am to 1.00pm, or somewhere in between.

Bring: Your gloves, water and snacks.


http://www.wccc.com.au/
mailto:fetherstongardens@gmail.com.au

August 2011 The Herb Garden about to be reveassinewhere under those weeds!




